Pacific Power Renewable Energy Options Support Oregon Resources

Northwest projects fuel sustainable energy programs and boost Oregon communities

PORTLAND, Ore. -

January 12, 2005 - Since the January 1, 2004, Pacific Power has supplied Blue Sky customers with new and local renewable resources to power Blue Sky options.  The energy comes from facilities located in Umatilla, Sherman, Gilliam, Lane, Josephine and Klamath counties in Oregon, and from Klickitat County in Washington. 

“By offering an improved, local mix of renewable energy sources, we are responding to our customers’ growing interest in cleaner energy,” said Bill Edmonds, environmental policy director for Pacific Power.  “At the same time, we’re all helping boost the local economies we serve in the Pacific Northwest,” 

Pacific Power offers three renewable power options to its Oregon customers:  Blue Sky Usage (customers buy all their energy from renewable sources), Blue Sky Habitat (customers buy all their energy from renewable sources and make a monthly donation to help restore salmon habitat) and Blue Sky Block, (customers buy fixed amounts of wind power).  Participation in a Blue Sky program supports regional resources and communities
.

The program helps local economies because the energy is acquired from local facilities. Solar energy comes from facilities including the largest photovoltaic installation in the Northwest, a 172 kW installation at Pepsi Cola of Klamath Falls.  This facility was brought on line through help from the Energy Trust of Oregon and Pacific Power, to serve its Blue Sky Customers.  Pacific Power obtains biomass energy generated from Klickitat County’s H.W. Hill Landfill Gas Power Plant in Roosevelt, Wash. Biomass facilities create energy from gases created by agricultural waste and landfills, as a fuel to generate electricity.  H.W. Hill collects methane from the nation’s fourth largest landfill, using it for fuel in five Waukesha 12 cylinder engines.

“Pacific Power’s Blue Sky options are a way its customers can participate in the benefits brought by renewable energy projects located in the Northwest.” said Collin Whitehead, 3 Phases Energy - Pacific Power partnership manager, the vendor of the Oregon Blue Sky program.


According to the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), Pacific Power’s Blue Sky program ranks in the nation’s top five programs for both customer participation and renewable energy sold.
The most cost competitive renewable generation, wind-generated energy, continues to play an important role in Pacific Power’s renewable energy program.  Working with 3 Phases Energy, Pacific Power will double the use of new local wind energy resources in its Usage and Habitat options – all of which are located Oregon and Washington.  

“Wind development brings with it the opportunity for rural communities to benefit from increases in the tax base, in jobs, and in leasing arrangements for the farming landowners on which the turbines are placed,” explained Whitehead.  

At the height of the construction of Stateline Wind Project, the project created 350 jobs, 82 percent of which were filled by local residents.  Additional property tax revenues, totaling more than $900,000 in Oregon and $1.5 million in Washington in 2003, have been realized as the result of these projects.

About Pacific Power Renewable Energy

In addition to its Blue Sky offerings, Pacific Power’s parent, PacifiCorp, recently issued bid requests for 1100 MW of renewable generation that it will add to its generation portfolio for all of its customers by 2011.  This generation capacity is equal to one of the dams on the Columbia River or the output of several coal-fired power plants.  Pacific Power serves more than 500,000 customers in Oregon.

About 3 Phases Energy Services

3 Phases Energy Services offers green pricing program design and implementation services, retail and wholesale marketing of tradable renewable certificates (Green Certificates), 100 percent renewable electricity direct access services in California, and solar photovoltaic efficiency installation.  Visit www.3phases.com for more information.    
About Energy Trust of Oregon

Energy Trust of Oregon, Inc., is a nonprofit organization dedicated to changing how Oregonians use energy by promoting energy efficiency and clean renewable energy for Oregon customers of Pacific Power, Portland General Electric and NW Natural. For more information, visit the Energy Trust website, www.energytrust.org, or call 1-866-ENTRUST (368-7878).

Learn more about Blue Sky from Pacific Power

www.pacificpower.net/bluesky 
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